
  

Pastor’s Pennings 
 

Reopening Strategy 

Announcement 
 

“WHEN?” When will we get back to church as 

we know it? The answer is slowly, in small steps 

and not all at once. It will depend on the Gover-

nor’s directive and our own comfort level. 

 

1. Remember, YOU are the church. What mat-

ters are your interactions with others; the 

building is merely a place where we facilitate 

those interactions. There are other ways to 

augment our interactions besides meeting 

together. They will have to do for the short 

run.  

 

2. Please be patient and understanding as the 

leadership attempts to navigate through bal-

ancing our testimony with the community 

and finding balance between everyone’s 

desires and wishes, all while attempting to 

protect everyone as best as possible. Re-

spect the views of others. Our goal is to main-

tain unity. 

 

3. While we agree that the government does 

not have the authority to dictate the gather-

ings of churches, this is not about demanding 

our rights; this is a public health situation that 

requires us to think beyond our religious rights. 

This is an opportunity for us to practice Ro-

mans 13. The church is not being singled out, 

but rather it is the environment our gatherings 

create that is the issue.  

 

4. Things will not immediately return to what 

they were in February. Some will not feel as 

comfortable attending as others. We will 

continue to live stream our worship services 

when we do return to in person gatherings, 

which will give people a choice. Other meet-

ings may need to continue on Zoom for a 

while.  

 

5. Due to social distancing requirements, there 

will be limited seating.  The amount of seat-

ing will be determined by the social distanc-

ing requirements-6 feet, 9 feet, etc. 

 

6. Each service will require about 14-18 volun-

teers: 

 

a. Direct traffic and monitor social distanc-

ing. 

b. Facilitate Contact Tracing through attend-

ance taking. 

c. Monitor Welcome Desk for attenders that 

are not listed on the attendance sheet. 

d. Ushers to seat and dismiss attenders. 

e. This will be set up for two areas-the sanctu-

ary and the gym. 

f. Cleaning after services as well as between 

services as we will need to run multiple ser-

vices if we fill up. 

 

7. Offering will be taken by providing boxes for 

easy drop-off. 

 

8. Communion will look different as each person 

will pick up their pre-prepared elements 

when entering and hold for participation in 

the service. 

 

9. Hand sanitizing stations available in the Nar-

thex and Gym Entrance. 

 

10. Limited amounts of masks available for any-

one who forgot to bring one. Even if you feel 

the mask is not necessary, please wear one 

out of consideration for the people who do. 

Sacrificing our “rights” for the sake of the con-

science of others is a biblical principle.  

 

11. Cleaning procedures: 

 

a. Entire church is cleaned and disinfected 

on Saturday. 

b. Botanically based disinfectant leave on 

spray for quick between service cleanings. 

c. Spray on-wipe off disinfectant cleaner that 

will be used to clean all occupied areas 

following the services. 

d. All volunteers will wear masks and gloves 

 

Still a couple of unanswered questions: 

 

1. Exact amount of social distancing needing 

to be practiced? 

2. What is our freedom to sing? There is a big 

debate over this issue.  

3. If we need the building space on Sunday 

mornings for worship, when will the Adult 

Sunday school classes meet?  

4. What are the implications for children’s 

ministries? Some teen activities can proba-

bly be accomplished by practicing social 

distancing, but this will be more difficult 

with small children.  

 

We ask for your cooperation, understanding, pa-

tience and prayers. In the meantime, do what 

you can to stay in contact with others in the con-

gregation.  

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 Pastor Jim Miller 
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Groups Offered: 
 

Co-Ed - Andy & Patricia Kobayashi 
 Alternate Sundays at 5:00pm 

 
Co-Ed - Ian & Sara Dancer 

Sundays at 7:30pm 
 

Ladies Bible Study - Anne Lai 
 Mondays at 7:00pm (ending in June) 

 
Renovate Young Adults - Joe & Anne Lai 
Tuesdays (except 1st Tuesday) at 7:30pm 

 
Compass Parents Bible Study - Jennifer Spatz 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm (ending in June) 
 

Ladies Bible Study - Anne Lai 
 Thursdays at 10:00am (ending in June) 

 
Co-Ed - Suzanne Kalish 
 Thursdays at 7:00pm 

 
Co-Ed - Pastor Miller 

 Thursdays at 8:00pm 
 

Co-Ed - Joe & Anne Lai 
 2nd, 3rd, 4th Fridays at 7:30pm 

Summer Sunday School 
June—August 

(please contact the church office for access information) 

 

Building a Christian Conscience 
Is your conscience held captive by the Word 
of God? Or is it too often guided by emotions 
or cultural values? In this course, we will learn 
how Christians can develop greater a dis-
cernment for the will of God. 
 
The world seeks to suppress your conscience 
and conform it into the image of the lawless 
one. As a Christian, however, you must strive 
to reflect the holiness and obedience of 
Christ. This course lays the foundation for that 
lifelong process as we are warned against 
the dangers of legalism and explains the im-
portance of having a conscience that is 
guided by the Word of God. 
 

Galatians 
The human acceptance we long for often 
comes only if we are attractive, smart, 
wealthy or powerful. And God's standards 
seem even higher. We think we must work 
harder, live better, pray longer and witness to 
more people to get on God's good side. In 
Galatians Paul shows us the true source of our 
acceptance--Jesus Christ.   
 

Discovery Bible Study 
An intimate and friendship based interactive 
Bible study group to discover scripture mean-
ing in your life through sharing, discussing and 
supporting one another. 
 It is a small group for people to share more 

intimacy and friendship.  
 It is absolutely safe for people to ask ques-

tions or have doubts  
 It welcomes not only Christians but also non-

believers  
 There is no teaching, but we are here to 

share, discuss, support each other and 
pray.  


