
  

Pastor’s Pennings 
 

Dear Church Family,  

 

The Apostle Paul made a request of 

the Thessalonian church with regard 

to their leaders: 

 
12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to 

acknowledge those who work hard among 

you, who care for you in the Lord and who ad-

monish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard 

in love because of their work. Live in peace 

with each other. 

-1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 

 

Three words are used to describe the relationship 

between a pastor and the people of the church. 

The first word, translated here as “acknowledge,” 

is literally “to know,” or “to know with respect.” The 

verse goes on to say “Hold them in the highest 

regard in love because of their work.” This is an 

attitude of the heart. The second word refers to 

those who “care” for you. The caring is exercised 

from a position of leadership. It could be literally 

translated “who are over you,” in other words, 

“those who have oversight.” The third word is 

“admonish.” This is another Greek word that is not 

adequately captured by just one English word. It is 

a combination of admonishing, warning and 

counseling.  

 

My experience has been that FBCM has always 

practiced these verses. When I assumed the re-

sponsibilities of the office of senior pastor, I was 

young and relatively inexperienced; yet, the con-

gregation was patient, supportive and accepting 

of me. In return, I pledged my loyalty, watched 

over you spiritually and earned your trust. I have 

always felt respected, my leadership followed and 

my admonitions welcomed.  

The time has come for that leadership role to be 

transferred to another. The church has followed its 

own stated procedures. The members have come 

together and affirmed the work of the Search 

Committee in finding Pastor Alfonse Javed. We 

must acknowledge the Lord’s hand in this. Just like 

me, Pastor Javed will have to earn your trust. But 

as with me, you will need to respect him, affirm the 

leadership of his office and receive the admoni-

tions from the Lord that he brings to us. I trust you 

will all extend to Pastor Alfonse the same support 

and respect that you have given to me for all 

these years.  

 

May the Lord continue to bless his work here as we 

serve him and his kingdom together. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 Pastor Jim Miller 

General Fund - May 28, 2021 

2021 Budget Need $613,500 

YTD Budget Need $247,760 

YTD Giving Taken In $237,584 

YTD Expenses Paid Out $226,613 

Unpaid Bills $11,881 
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Teen Sunday School 
In-Person & YouTube Channel 

Children’s Sunday School 
Zoom Video Conference at 4pm 

Visit FBCMonline.org for more information. 

Adult Sunday School 
In-Person & Zoom at 9:45am 
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Visit FBCMonline.org for more information. 
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