
  

Contact            January/February 2020 

Pastor’s Pennings 
 
Dear Church Family,  

 

In the early years of our church, 

we had a series of seminary students that 

came here from Philadelphia to preach the 

morning message. The first of these was 

Louis Hylbert. Following his year as “student 

pastor” here, Hylbert went as a missionary 

to China. I have often wondered if his vision 

for China rubbed off on our congregation 

and became part of who we are as a 

church. We have always had a strong em-

phasis on world missions here at First Baptist. 

 

On the other hand, every church should re-

ally have a strong emphasis on missions, be-

cause, didn’t Jesus tell his followers,  

 

“Go into all the world and preach the 

good news to all creation (Mark 16:15)”  

 

and 

 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations (Matthew 28:19)?” 

 

Our two Missions Conference Sundays this 

year will be: 

 

February 23 - Pat & Joyce Murphy 

 

Pat directs the mentoring program at 

Seminaire Baptiste Evangelique du Que-

bec, a French-speaking seminary in Mon-

treal, Canada. Our church has support-

ed the Murphy’s since 1988.  

 

Pat will bring the message at the two 

morning messages. Pat and Joyce will 
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share in Room 209 during the Sunday 

school hour.  

 

March 1 - Paul & Dondra Decker. 

 

Paul is involved with campus ministry at 

the University of Buffalo. He spent 28 years 

prior to that in pastoral ministry, including 

four years (1987-1991) as our Assistant Pas-

tor here at FBCM.  

 

Paul will bring the message at the two 

morning messages. Paul and Dondra will 

share in Room 210 during the Sunday 

school hour. We will also have our Missions 

Conference lunch, which will be prepared 

by our Missions Team. 

 

Later in the year, April 19, we will also have 

Diana Muenzenberger. Diana is a veteran 

missionary who teaches middle school at 

Faith Academy in Manila, Philippines. 

 

I do hope you will participate in the events 

of our conference to hear what God is do-

ing.  

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 Pastor Jim Miller 

GENERAL FUND - JANUARY 31, 2020 

2020 Budget Need $590,000 

YTD Budget Need $45,385 

YTD In $37,122 

YTD Out $46,882 

Pending Bills $8,203 

Weekly Payroll (approx.) $5,000 
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Mid-Week Prayer Meeting 

Sunday School Classes 

Sunday Morning Worship Service 
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Check FBCMonline.org for more information and full calendar. 

This year was our very first ever couples retreat. 

 

In October, we took 18 couples to Spruce Lake for 

an awesome time of fun and reflection. Our 

speaker, Pastor Todd Spain, from Pelham, New 

Hampshire spoke on the topic of “Bringing Back 

the Booyah,” 

 

Through object lessons and media, Pastor Todd 

challenged us to look at our marriages as plants. 

Just like plants, marriages thrive when they are 

tended to and cared for. The plants that receive 

the most attention produce the most fruit; in the 

same way, if we put a lot of time into marriage we 

can expect to reap the benefits of a blessed un-

ion.  

 

We enjoyed hiking and zip lining and played lots 

of fun games. In the end, we each declared 

something we would leave at the retreat, some-

thing we recognized was hurting our marriage and 

then something we would start doing that would 

be healthy for our marriage. 

 

All of the feedback was positive and many ex-

pressed a desire to have a retreat like this on a 

regular basis. 

 

(from the 2019 First Baptist Church of Metuchen 

Annual Report) 

Theme:  Sharing Our Faith (teaching & workshops 

led by Tommy & Karen Waters) 

 

I felt the Spiritual Enrichment Day helped connect 

the dots between caring about others and sharing 

the gospel.  We learned about the Three Modes of 

Evangelism and how to share our faith stories 

quickly and meaningfully.  Karen and Tommy 

shared many useful resources such as the gospel 

booklet, "Would You Like to Know God Personal-

ly?", but almost as important - how to get to the 

point of sharing this information.  Ultimately, the 

outcomes of our spiritual conversations are in 

God's hands, but "how can they believe in the one 

of whom they have not heard? And how can they 

hear without someone preaching to them?" -- Ro-

mans 10:14 

-Jessie Jankowsky 

 

I've found that in our current American culture, we 

don't have the basic beliefs in one God, how to 

reason (e.g. two contradictory statements can't 

both be true), and absolute morality, so when I 

share the Gospel with people they don't accept it 

or worse yet, are offended by it. Tommy and Karen 

showed us how to engage people in spiritual con-

versations by asking questions that explore and 

guide their spiritual journey, so that we can share 

the Gospel in a meaningful and non-

confrontational way.  

-Joe Lai 

 

"Recognizing that this event was a condensed ver-

sion of several years worth of training and infor-

mation, I found the Spiritual Enrichment Day to be 

quite helpful in understanding the basics of sharing 

my faith with others. Tommy and Karen took what 

is often considered a daunting task and simplified 

our understanding of how to do it effectively - that 

is, how to tell others about the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. It was well worth the time investment, and I 

would go again if another one was offered." 

-Mike Spatz 

-  -  -  Save the Dates  -  -  -  
 

Women’s Retreat 
Oct 2-4 

Harvey Cedars Bible Conference 
 

Men’s Retreat 
Oct 9-11 

Spruce Lake Lodge 
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